ASBESTOS, a fort of native foflile ftone, which may
be {plit into threads and filaments, from one inch to
ten inches in length, very fine, brittle, yet fomewhat
tractable, filky, and of a greyith colour, mnot unlike
talc of Venice. Itis almoft infipid to the tafle, m-
diffoluble in water, and endued. with the wonderful
property of remaining unconfumed in the fire, which
only whitens it. But, notwithftanding the common
opinion, in two trials before the Royal Society, a
piece of cloth made of this ftone was found to lofe a
dram of its weight each time. Paper as well as
cloth has been made of it; and Pliny fays he had
feen napkins of it, which, being taken foul from the
table, were thrown into the fire, and better fcoured
than if they bad been wafhed in water. This ftone
is found in many places of Afia and Europe ; particu-
larly in the ifland of Anglefcy in Wales, and in-Aber-
deenthire in Scotland.



