NET

NEL'I'LLE, the cOmmon name of a Well-KRGWN perenniat
weed, which may be eafily deftroyed by cutting the roots,
before the plant has perfeéted its l%ed. .

NETTLE, in Botany, &c. -See UrTiCA.

The roots of the common nettle, or urfica disica, have
been much recommended in medicine as powerful diuretics ;
and great virtues have been afcribed to them in calculous
complaints, fcurvy, gout, jaundice, &c.; and aifo as ftyp-
tics ; in hemorrhages of all kinds, particulatly in {pittinge
of blood, and overflowings of the menfes. -Authors add to
this, that they are fpecifics, by way of antitdote, againft the
poifon of henbane and hemlock § but this we are not fo well
affured of. The accounts that have been given of its medi-
cinal virtues hdve now little credit; and the nettle is con-
fidered ‘merely as a fimple oleraceous plant, -and, when
young, is found to be a good fubftitute for greens, or other

ot-herbs, The young fhoots of the plant are ¢aten in the-
?pring, as good againit feorbutic complaints.. " .
~ 'The fharp hairs upon the fréfh léaves of nettles zeadily
enter the {kin, snd thus produce confiderable irritation and
inflammation, and therefore have been employed s 3 rube-
s A - facient.

NET

facient, -a prafice which is termed ¢ urtication,’”” and
found of advantage in reftoring excitement in paralytic
limbs, “or in other cafes of torpor or lethargy.

The ancients feem to have. defpifed this plant, from its
being common, and though fuppofed to be poffefled of great
virtues in medicine, neither the Greeks nor Latins have faid
much about it; nor have the Arabians, who abound in the
imaginary virtues of plants, thought the real ones of this
herb worth their confideration.. -~ *

It-has, however, been more honoured lately, and not-
withftanding its being now the moft vile and abje& plant
among us, as wéll as the leaft regarded by the ancients,
Johannes Francus, an author of confiderable fame, has pub-
lithed a treatife folely upon it : in this he has treated at large
on its hiftory and virtues. He defcribes its ftings in a very
judicious manner, -according to the prefent doétrine of the
microfcope, and gives the hiftory of certain worms of fin-
gular kinds which feed upen it ; -and adds its ufe in our own
foolls as an wholefome and agreeable pot-herb ; in our drink
as a fubftitute for hops, heing as well capable of preferving
it as thofe, and inits great'fervice to the farmer in fattening

_ hens. :

John Melchiore Drefchler, in the year 1717, fuftained

_alfoa thefis on the virtues and ufes of this plant, which has

been fince printed, ornamented with feveral cuts; 1n thefe
two authors we find the whole account of the feveral ufes
this common .plant has been :put toy and may be put to in
our manufa&ures, our domeftic and medicinal ufes; and, if
what they fay be true, we muft’wonder to fee fo much value
overlooked in a herb, only becaufe it is common, .

‘An ingenious- manufa&turer at Leipfic has contrived to
'make ropes and cloth of nettle. The fpecies he ufes for
this purpefe is the artica urens maxima, or great ftinging
nettle ; and the procefs of preparing it as fo%lows: havin
gathered a quantity of the ftalke ftill green, though haﬁ
withered, he dried them over his ftove ;- and when the moif-
ture was entirely exhaufted, bruifed them fo as to be able to
feparate the wood from the bark. By this operition he
procured a kind of green hards, which was rubbed and pre-
pared like flax. This new matter being {pun, he obtained
a '%reenifh-brown ‘thread, very uniform and clear, fomewhat
refembling worfted.. - The manufalurer. afterwards boiled
this thread, when it yielded a greenifh juice, and became
more white, uniform, and ftrong ; fo that by continuing the
preparation, he had reafon to hope that an excellent thread
might be. made, and confequently a ftrong and lafting
cloth; and that it might be employed with advantage, not
only by rope-makers, but even by weavers, ‘in making fine
ftuffs. . . \
This praétice of drefling the ftalks of nettles like flax or
hemp, for making ropes, nets, cloth, paper, &c. is not un-
-common in fome parts of Ruffia and Siberia.

/The ftings of nettles are very curious microfcopic obje&ts :
they confift of an exceedingly fine pointed tapering hollow
fubflance, with a perforation at the point, and a bag at the

" bafe. When the fting is prefled upon, it readily pun&ures

the fkin, -and the fame preffure forces up from the bag an
acrimonious fluid, whici inftantly enters into the wound,
and ‘excites a burning inflammation. The nettle is faid to
be poifonous to frogs: for if the plant be thrown into a
veflel where thefe animals are confined, they foon begin to
~fwell, and in a few days perifh. .



